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The Zafarnama is a historic and literary letter written by Guru Gobind Singh in the 
Persian language. It was composed around 1705–1706 CE and addressed to the 
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. The letter consists of approximately 111 couplets 
(shers). In the Zafarnama, Guru Gobind Singh fearlessly criticized Aurangzeb for 
breaking his promises, practicing deceit, and committing injustice. At the same 
time, he upheld the ideals of truth, justice, honesty, and righteousness. The letter 
emphasizes that when all peaceful means have failed, it is morally justified to 
stand against oppression and fight for justice 
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1.Introduction  

The relationship between Guru Gobind Singh and the Mughal Empire was highly complex and marked by 
continuous conflict. From the early period of Sikh history, differences between the Sikh Gurus and the 
Mughal rulers gradually intensified, reaching their peak during the time of Guru Gobind Singh. 
Aurangzeb’s religious and political policies increased pressure on the Sikh community, forcing Guru 
Gobind Singh to face repeated battles. One of the most significant events was the Siege of Anandpur 
Sahib, during which the Mughal forces and the hill chiefs surrounded Anandpur Sahib for a long time. At 
the end of the siege, they promised Guru Gobind Singh and his follower’s safe passage, but after they left 
the fort, this promise was broken, and they were attacked. During these tragic events, Guru Gobind 
Singh’s four sons (the Sahibzadas) and many Sikhs attained martyrdom. 

Following these events, Guru Gobind Singh wrote the Zafarnama. In this letter, he morally challenged 
Aurangzeb for his betrayal, dishonesty, and injustice. Guru Gobind Singh clearly stated that truth, justice, 
and righteousness are greater than the power of the sword. He argued that a ruler who fails to keep his 
promises cannot claim a true or honorable victory. He urged Aurangzeb to reflect upon his actions, follow 
the path of justice, and accept the truth, emphasizing that truth ultimately triumphs over falsehood. 
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Thus, the Zafarnama stands as an important historical document reflecting the relationship between Guru 
Gobind Singh and the Mughal Empire. It demonstrates that Guru Gobind Singh chose not to bow before 
power but instead upheld the principles of truth, justice, morality, and religious freedom. With remarkable 
courage, he conveyed these ideals directly to Emperor Aurangzeb. The Zafarnama left a profound impact 
on the lives, thoughts, and society of the people. It inspired individuals to uphold truth, justice, 
righteousness, and moral values in their personal and social lives. The letter encouraged people to resist 
oppression, remain steadfast in their principles, and defend religious freedom and human dignity. Even 
today, the Zafarnama continues to serve as a timeless source of inspiration, promoting ethical leadership, 
courage, and the pursuit of justice. 

According to Prithi Singh, Sikh Itihas, Punjab Publications, Ludhiana, 2022, pp. 43–45, the Zafarnama 
conveyed the message that one should never bow before falsehood, deceit, or oppression, but should 
instead face them with courage and truthfulness. It strengthened the spirit of self-confidence, fearlessness, 
and religious freedom among the people. Guru Gobind Singh's lofty ideals inspired people to protect their 
rights and raise their voices against injustice. The principles of the Zafarnama played a significant role in 
strengthening moral values, truthfulness, justice, and respect for humanity in society. For this reason, the 
Zafarnama is still regarded as a timeless source of inspiration for courage, truth, and justice. 

The influence of the Zafarnama was not confined to its own time; its teachings continue to inspire society 
even today. It instilled in people a firm belief in the ultimate triumph of truth and the need to struggle 
against injustice. Guru Gobind Singh emphasized that only when all peaceful and just means have been 
exhausted is it morally justified to stand firmly against oppression. This principle strengthened the values 
of courage, self-respect, and the determination to protect one's rights. The Zafarnama also promoted 
religious tolerance, human equality, and the dignity of human life, thereby fostering mutual respect and 
unity among people from different sections of society. 

The Zafarnama also served as a powerful moral and political lesson for the Mughal Empire. Through this 
letter, Guru Gobind Singh made it clear to Emperor Aurangzeb and his administration that promises made 
through force, along with deceit and oppression, could never be the foundation of true and righteous rule. 
The Zafarnama reminded the Mughal rulers that a government must be based on justice, truth, 
righteousness, and fairness; otherwise, it loses the respect and trust of its people. The letter further 
demonstrated that even the greatest empire could be compelled to bow before the power of truth and 
righteousness. In this way, the Zafarnama served as a warning that no rule founded on injustice, 
arrogance, and tyranny could endure for long. 

The Zafarnama also highlighted the importance of human life and dignity, encouraging mutual respect 
and unity among people belonging to different social groups. It taught that truth, honesty, and noble 
character are far more valuable than power or authority. Thus, the Zafarnama is not merely a historical 
letter but an enduring guide to human values, justice, freedom, and morality, inspiring every generation to 
follow the path of righteousness. It also instilled the belief that sacrifices made for the protection of truth 
and धर्म (righteousness) are never in vain. Through its message, it encouraged people to remain steadfast 
in their principles, face hardships with patience and determination, and always stand on the side of justice. 

According to Harpreet Singh, Punjab Di Itihasak Yatra, Navjot Publications, Amritsar, 2015, pp. 
78–79, the Zafarnama also demonstrated that deceit, dishonesty, and breaking one's promises weaken the 
moral character of any ruler or individual, whereas truthfulness and noble character earn lasting respect 
and honour. Its message encouraged the promotion of honesty, impartiality, compassion, forgiveness, 
tolerance, and respect for human dignity within society. The work also instilled the belief that a life 
founded on moral values is the only path that can lead both individuals and society toward lasting 
progress and peace. Therefore, the Zafarnama continues to be regarded as an important source of moral 
education, inspiring people in every age to follow the path of truth, justice, and righteous conduct. 
Furthermore, the Zafarnama played a significant role in spreading the ideals of the Sikh faith among the 
people, strengthening moral consciousness, and connecting future generations with noble human values. 



 

For this reason, it remains an enduring source of inspiration for truth, justice, courage, self-respect, and 
religious freedom. 

The Zafarnama is one of the most significant and inspiring works in Sikh history. It conveys the message 
of truth, justice, righteousness, courage, and high moral ideals. It inspires people to stand by the truth 
under all circumstances, firmly oppose falsehood and injustice, and remain steadfast in their principles. 
The Zafarnama teaches that truthfulness, honesty, and good character are far more important than power 
or political authority. Its powerful language, profound ideas, and distinguished literary style also make it a 
work of great literary significance. 

The Zafarnama strengthened the spirit of self-confidence, fearlessness, religious freedom, and the 
struggle for justice within the Sikh community. Even today, it is regarded not merely as a historical 
document but as a great work that conveys the timeless message of humanity, morality, truth, and justice. 
Its study is highly valuable for students, researchers, and readers of history because it highlights not only 
the historical events of its time but also the noble values of life. 

The social impact of the Zafarnama has been profound and far-reaching. It conveyed the message that 
every human being deserves equal respect and justice. The Zafarnama strengthened the values of courage, 
self-confidence, truthfulness, honesty, and moral principles among the people. Its influence encouraged 
brotherhood, unity, the spirit of selfless service, and religious tolerance in society. It inspired people not to 
submit to injustice and oppression but to follow the path of truth and justice. Even today, the Zafarnama 
continues to promote morality, humanity, the protection of human rights, and steadfastness in the cause of 
truth, inspiring people to build a just and compassionate society. 

According to Pyara Singh Padam, Zafarnama, Book Shop, Amritsar, 1986, p. 69, the Zafarnama 
strengthened the belief that sacrifices made for the protection of truth, justice, and righteousness are never 
in vain. It inspired society to remain steadfast in its principles, courageously confront injustice and 
oppression, and stand by the truth under all circumstances. Guru Gobind Singh’s fearless and forthright 
ideas fostered self-respect, self-reliance, and moral awareness among the people. The Zafarnama taught 
that the true strength of any society lies in its unity, honesty, and high ideals. Its message created greater 
awareness of courage, humanity, and religious freedom. Therefore, it continues to be regarded as an 
everlasting source of inspiration for truth, justice, self-respect, and moral living. 

The social influence of the Zafarnama was not limited to its own era; its impact continues to be felt even 
today. It inspired people to stand for truth, embrace moral values, and oppose every form of oppression. 
The work emphasized the importance of justice, mutual respect, brotherhood, and human rights in society. 
It taught that true victory is achieved not through power or wealth but through truth, honesty, and good 
character. The Zafarnama strengthened the qualities of fearlessness, self-respect, discipline, and 
responsibility among the youth. It also reinforced the principles of respect for both women and men, 
religious freedom, and the equality of all human beings. Its message made people more conscious of their 
duties and encouraged them to raise their voices against social evils. Thus, the Zafarnama remains a 
timeless work that inspires society to advance along the path of morality, justice, and humanity. 

The Zafarnama further taught society that true strength lies in following the path of truth, noble 
character, and righteousness. It made people aware not only of their rights but also of their responsibilities 
and encouraged the establishment of justice, equality, and brotherhood within society. For this reason, the 
Zafarnama is still regarded as an important source of inspiration for social awareness, moral values, and 
human dignity. 

The moral influence of the Zafarnama on society has been profound, wide-ranging, and enduring. The 
work strongly emphasizes ethical values such as truthfulness, honesty, justice, integrity, commitment to 
one's word, righteousness, and noble character. It teaches that every individual should stand by the truth in 
all circumstances and avoid falsehood, deceit, hypocrisy, and injustice. The Zafarnama inspires people to 



 

keep their promises, remain responsible toward their duties, and treat others with fairness, compassion, 
and respect. It further strengthened the belief within society that moral values form the true foundation of 
a just and civilized communi 

True honour is achieved not through outward glory but through truth, righteousness, self-discipline, and 
noble character. The influence of the Zafarnama fostered courage, self-respect, compassion, tolerance, 
humanity, loyalty, and a sense of responsibility among the people. It also taught that even in the most 
difficult circumstances, a person should never abandon their principles and should make morality the 
foundation of life. Therefore, this work is not merely a historical document but also a moral guide that 
directs both individuals and society toward the right path. Even today, the Zafarnama is regarded as an 
important source of inspiration for leading an ethical life, embracing human values, and establishing truth 
and justice in society. 

This letter provides valuable insight into the social and religious significance of Sikh history. It is not 
merely a letter but an extraordinary symbol of justice, righteousness, and morality. Its social and religious 
importance remains as relevant today as it was at the time of its composition. From a social perspective, 
the Zafarnama is a powerful appeal for truth and justice. It inspires people to speak the truth and stand 
firmly against injustice. It teaches that neither power nor fear should ever become an obstacle on the path 
of truth. The letter also establishes a standard for rulers, emphasizing that political power should be 
exercised through justice, compassion, and honesty rather than oppression. Its message is closely 
connected with the modern principles of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. It serves as a 
source of courage for the oppressed and marginalized, teaching that remaining silent in the face of tyranny 
is wrong and that resisting injustice is a moral duty. 

From a religious perspective, the central theme of the Zafarnama is moral righteousness. Guru Gobind 
Singh did not limit religion to rituals alone but linked it with truth, justice, and humanity. The letter 
reflects the fundamental principles of Sikhism and the concept of a righteous struggle, emphasizing that 
taking up the sword is only the last resort after all peaceful means have failed. It also demonstrates Guru 
Gobind Singh’s unwavering faith in God and stands as a remarkable example of spiritual strength and 
steadfastness for the Sikh community. In the modern world, the religious significance of the Zafarnama 
has become even greater because it promotes ethical leadership, religious tolerance, and truthfulness. 

The Zafarnama is one of the most celebrated compositions of the Tenth Sikh Guru, Guru Gobind Singh. 
Written in Persian and addressed to Emperor Aurangzeb, it is regarded as a great historical letter. In 
Punjabi, the Zafarnama is also known as the "Letter of Victory." In this letter, Guru Gobind Singh 
described Aurangzeb’s betrayal and acts of injustice, including the breaking of solemn oaths sworn on the 
Qur'an and the subsequent attack on Guru Gobind Singh and his companions. 

From a social perspective, the significance of the Zafarnama lies in its powerful message of truth and 
justice. It encourages people to speak the truth and stand against injustice, teaching that neither power nor 
fear can obstruct the path of righteousness. It sets an ethical standard for rulers by making it clear that 
political authority should be based on justice, compassion, and honesty rather than oppression. These 
ideas remain closely connected with modern concepts of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law. 
The Zafarnama continues to inspire oppressed and marginalized people by reminding them that remaining 
silent before tyranny is wrong and that resisting injustice is a moral responsibility. 

For the welfare of Sikhism and society, Guru Gobind Singh made an extraordinary contribution. He 
opposed the oppression carried out by Aurangzeb against Hindus and stood in support of their right to 
practice their religion with dignity and freedom. Guru Gobind Singh also strengthened the Sikh 
community and inspired people to live with humility, compassion, and contentment. Through the 
Zafarnama, he emphasized that truth, justice, and righteousness ultimately prevail. The letter strongly 
condemns the breaking of promises and the injustices committed by the Mughal forces, while reaffirming 
the eternal victory of truth and moral principles. 



 

Guru Gobind Singh taught society how to confront oppression and evil. He emphasized that when 
injustice reaches its extreme and all peaceful means have failed, taking up the sword in defense of 
righteousness becomes morally justified. This letter is regarded as one of the most important documents 
in Sikh history because it conveys the message of standing firmly for truth and justice. From a religious 
perspective, the central theme of the Zafarnama is moral righteousness. Guru Gobind Singh did not 
confine religion merely to rituals; instead, he connected it with truth, justice, and humanity. The letter 
reflects the ideals and fundamental principles of Sikhism, including truth, courage, compassion, and the 
concept of a righteous struggle (Dharam Yudh). 

2.Conclusion 
The Zafarnama is not merely a historical letter but an enduring message of truth, justice, religious 
freedom, and high moral values. It strengthened the principles of truthfulness, justice, human equality, 
religious tolerance, and the courage to stand firmly against oppression. Through the Zafarnama, Guru 
Gobind Singh demonstrated that the ultimate victory always belongs to truth and morality. This 
remarkable work inspired people with self-confidence, courage, and a sense of social responsibility. For 
this reason, it continues to be regarded as an inspiring and guiding document for society, remaining as 
relevant today as it was at the time of its composition. 
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